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C�In doing so, the court applied the following test set forth in Ethicon: 

To determine whether [the alleged inventor] made a contribution to the conception of the subject matter of claim 33, this court must determine what [his] 
contribution was and then whether that contribution’s role appears in the claimed invention. If [he] in fact contributed to the invention defined by claim 33, 
he is a joint inventor of that claim. 
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The Boston Patent Law Association  (BPLA) is an 
association of intellectual property professionals, providing 
educational programs and a forum for the interchange of 
ideas and information concerning patent, trademark, and 
copyright laws.  Through a volunteer Board of Governors 

and committees, it organizes and hosts educational 
seminars, social events, and conventions, and comments 
on rules, legislation, and judicial decisions impacting the 

profession.  Visit the BPLA at www.bpla.org . 

Membership in the BPLA is available to attorneys and other 
professionals practicing intellectual property law within the 

Federal First Judicial Circuit (Maine, New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Puerto Rico).  

Applications for membership can be obtained from our web 
site at  www.bpla.org .  After February 1st, full membership 
for 2009 (available only for attorneys practicing within the 

First Circuit) costs $115.00, Associate membership 
(available to non-attorney intellectual property 

professionals) costs $105.00.  Mailing list-only affiliation 
costs $60.00. Members who renew before February are 

eligible for $25.00 early renewal discount. 

The BPLA Newsletter is published four times a year by the 
Boston Patent Law Association.  Articles appearing in the 
newsletter represent the views of the authors and do not 

necessarily carry the endorsement of the BPLA. 

Editor-In-Chief: Grant Houston, Esq.  

Contributors: 
 

Mark B. Solomon, Esq.  
Michael T. Renaud, Esq. 

Donna Meuth, Esq. 
Jakub Michna, Esq.   
Joel Leeman, Esq. 

Meredith Ainbinder, Esq. 
Kimberly Seluga, Esq. 
Debra Milasincic, Esq. 

Emily Whelan, Esq. 
 
 

 
Publisher: Andrea Dwyer, Staff Advantage  

 

 

 

Letters to the editor, articles and job postings are 
encouraged. 

E-Mail all correspondence to:  
vice-president@bpla.org 

©2009 BPLA—All rights reserved. 
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Interested in playing a more active role in a commi ttee? 
Please contact the committee chair if you are interested in joining, switching, or   

taking a more active participatory role in a committee. 
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